Stephanie White Piano Studio

Piano Lesson Policy

2015-2016

Studio policies help teachers clarify to both parents and students their studio goals, rules, and business policies. Please keep a copy of this studio policy as it holds pertinent information and can serve as a reference guide.

Teaching Goals: Every teacher places emphasis on certain areas of learning. I maintain high expectations not only for my students, but also for myself as a teacher.  I have reached my goals when students:

· Are successful musicians, not just pianists.

· Play musically and understand how to express both their own emotions and the composer’s intentions.

· Understand how to use their bodies properly at the piano, and apply proper technique based on that understanding. 

· Become their own teachers by learning and applying technique, understanding musical meaning in a piece, and solving their own technique problems by knowing the practice steps needed to produce beautiful results.

· Set personal and performance goals, and work towards being the best musicians they can possibly be.

· Cultivate a lifelong love of music. They incorporate music into their lives by listening to classical music on the radio and on CDs, attending concerts, sharing music with friends, and being eager to perform.

· Apply the skills they learned through music such as goal-setting and perseverance to all other areas in their lives. True self-confidence is achieved through attempting important goals, overcoming challenges, and achieving goals. 

Student Responsibilities: Learning a musical instrument can be one of the most challenging and rewarding endeavors.  I will do my best to encourage and guide students to succeed and complete their goals.  However, I can only succeed if the students fulfill their responsibilities as well.  These include:

· Arriving promptly to lessons.

· Bringing all lesson and assignment books each week.

· Being prepared for lessons with diligent and sufficient practice time. A rule of thumb for most is to practice the time equal to the length of their lesson time every day. Remember that quantity does not always equal quality, so make sure your mind is focused at all times.  This may mean dividing your daily practice time into segments.

· Paying tuition promptly.

· Coming to lessons with a smile and a good attitude! 

Lesson Time Scheduling: Once the school year has started and we agree on a time, there will be no changes for situations such as a student wanting to join an activity that meets at their lesson time.  The School-year lessons will run from the first week of September through the last week of May. Because individual schools end anywhere from the last week of May through the third week in June, the June schedule and fees will vary and will be treated as a transition to a strictly summer schedule.

Fees: The lesson fee for this coming year will be based on $60.00 per hour.  The monthly fees for weekly lessons are 30 minutes - $120.00; 45 minutes - $180.00; 1 hour - $240.00.  This is to be paid on the first lesson of the month or by the end of the first full week of that month, which ever comes first.   It may be necessary to mail it to me. If payment has not been received by the second full week, there will be a $5.00 late fee. This is a monthly tuition. The same fee applies every month from September through May. The months with five weeks will make up for the two-week vacation at Christmas and the one-week vacation in spring.

Please remember that the lesson fee is tuition. There will be no reduction of fee for any reason since you are paying for your son’s/daughter’s reserved time slot as well as for their music instruction. No refund will be given for missed or canceled lessons. 

Make-up Lessons: There will be no make-up lessons except for sickness or emergency.  In all fairness to everyone, I must enforce this. I will, however, make up a lesson, whenever possible, for a school conflict that cannot be altered.  Since make-up lessons will be based on availability, I cannot guarantee that a make-up will be possible.  If I must cancel a lesson due to illness or emergency, there will be no charge. These rules can be relaxed during the summer months, and schedules are more varied and I am more flexible then.

Summer Lessons: These will be set up on an individual basis at the beginning of the month. The fee will be based on the agreed number of lessons for that month.   Each student continuing on in the fall should have at least six lessons from mid-June through the end of August.

Recitals and Events: There are several events that occur throughout the school year: fall and spring recitals, Group classes, Ribbon Festival, Chapter Honors Competition and Adjudications.  Both Ribbon Festival and Adjudications are non-competitive events that offer great opportunities for perform and receive encouragement.  Students are required to participate in both recitals, and all students who have taken piano for at least 1 year are required to participate in Adjudications.  Participation for students with less than 1 year of piano will be decided on an individual basis. The Chapter Honors Competition is for students who are at an upper performance level and who are serious about their music. It is a wonderful event and I encourage my students to participate. Group classes are held on the third Friday of select months and offer the opportunity to play for fellow students.  Students will play current pieces for each other, and extra activities will be included depending on the age and level of the group. These group sessions will help students become more comfortable playing for others and will foster a sense of camaraderie as well.

